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Opened in 1909, the Queensboro Bridge is the longest bridge spanning the East River. The bridge

had an immediate and profound effect on the development of Queens from a largely rural area into

a bedroom and working community. With its graceful symmetry, the bridge has long been a source

of inspiration for artists, songwriters, and authors. Paul Simon and Art Garfunkel made it an icon for

the 1960s with the song Ã‚&#x93;The 59th Street Bridge Song (FeelinÃ‚&#x92; Groovy),Ã‚&#x94;

and more recently it was featured in the movie Spiderman. Through historic photographs, The

Queensboro Bridge documents the creation of this cultural icon and its contributions to the history of

New York.
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The Greater Astoria Historical Society, author of Long Island City and The East River, is known for

its vigorous efforts in community preservation, imaginative programming, and numerous articles on

local history. The society joins its talents with the Roosevelt Island Historical Society for this project.

The Roosevelt Island Historical Society, author of Roosevelt Island, was formed when the new

community was developed in the 1970s. Its focus is the architectural, institutional, and genealogical

history of the island. The society exhibits, publishes, and offers programs and tours to those seeking

the island history.

The Queensborough Bridge is something I discovered at age 3 in the front passenger seat of my



father's 1951 Buick Special.The upper deck opened to cars in 1958. One thing the latest Gatsby film

got wrong: no upper deck for auto racing in 1920. It was all el trains up there. You see that on the

cover. My guess is Scott Fitzgerald knew that.

For anyone who has driven, walked, or just seen this area, it usually looked congested and a place

where 'too much was put into too little.' This book gave me a sense of what it was supposed to look

like, and how inviting it must have been to use it to travel into NYC from Queens. In addition, as a

physics teacher, I was provided with some of the marvels of engineering that did always remind me

an erector set! Worth the time for anyone who regularly travels through the area or has a nostalgic

sense of its appearance.
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